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AIM 

To provide users of Milford Docks with efficient, effective and sustainable waste 
management facilities. 
 

Overall Management Objectives 

 to fulfil Milford Docks Companies’ legal duties with regard to waste 
management; 

 to consult with users in the development and implementation of waste 
management strategies and measures; 

 to minimise production of waste wherever possible; 

 to reduce costs of waste disposal by minimising waste collected by private 
contractors; 

 to reuse or recycle waste wherever possible; 

 to dispose of waste wisely in order to minimise negative environmental effects; 

 to promote education and awareness of wise waste management. 
 

INFORMATION 

General Information 

Site, boundaries & regional context 

Milford Docks is situated on the northern side of Milford Haven in the county of 
Pembrokeshire, Wales. The main town of Milford Haven lies to the east with the suburbs of 
Hakin and Hubberston to the west. Access by road is via the A4076(T) and by rail with 
Fishguard and the rest of South Wales via Haverfordwest. 
 
Milford Docks is part of Milford Haven which is managed by Port of Milford Haven. The 
Docks waste management system is part of an overall waste management scheme for the 
Haven as a whole. A number of facilities listed in the Port of Milford Haven Port Waste 
Reception Plan are covered in the Milford Docks Waste Management System, namely: 
Milford Docks, Fishing and Marina. 
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Legislation 

 
Port of Milford Haven must follow procedures for the disposal, carrying or receiving of 
special waste set down in the Special Waste Regulations, 1996. Port of Milford Haven must 
also comply with the “duty of care” as laid out in section 34 of the Environmental Protection 
Act, 1990. The Company must take all measures to prevent the escape of waste from its 
control and to ensure that waste is transferred only to an authorised person and is 
accompanied by a written description of the waste. Berth holders and tenants are 
responsible for their waste until it is placed in the Company’s waste receptacles. The 
Company then becomes responsible for it as the holder of the waste. 
 
The UK requirements for Port Waste Management have since been updated with the 

Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Port waste Reception Facilities) Regulations 2003 SI 

1809 Regulations 2008 SI 3257 and regulations 2009 SI 1176.  These transpose the EU 

Directive 2000/59/EC of the European Parliament and Council Port Reception Facilities for 

ship generated waste and cargo residues. This legislation requires Port of Milford Haven to 

provide adequate facilities for the reception of prescribed wastes from ships using the docks. 

The term “adequate “ is interpreted as “without causing undue delay to, and according to 

the needs of those ships”. Prescribed wastes are cargo residues, noxious liquid substances 

and ship-generated waste. 

 
The Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Pollution by Garbage) Regulations 1988 apply to ships 
including small craft and yachts and fishing vessels using Milford Docks. They prohibit the 
disposal of all plastics anywhere and control the disposal of material such as nets, dunnage, 
paper, rags, glass, wood, other maintenance wastes and galley waste within specific 
distances from the nearest land. The Marine Safety Agency, Department of Transport, is 
responsible for their implementation. 
 
The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Port Waste Reception Facilities) Regulations 
2003 require Port of Milford Haven to prepare a waste management plan with respect to the 
provision and use of facilities for prescribed wastes from ships using the docks. Merchant 
Shipping Notice 1809 Port Waste Management Plans updates preliminary guidance given in 
MGN 1659.  
 
Under MSN 1809, Port of Milford Haven must consult persons and organisations who are 
affected by the provision and use of waste reception facilities. Records were kept of the 
quantities of prescribed wastes received in the docks in each of the past two calendar years 
and an estimate of the maximum amount of waste which might theoretically be received in 
future years. In addition, an estimate was be made of the total amount, in each of the two 
preceding calendar years, of waste retained on board ships using the docks for deposit 
outside the docks. Consideration must be given as to what type and capacity of waste 
reception facilities are appropriate to cater for the needs of ships using the docks and the 
amounts of wastes likely to be received in the docks.  
 
Port of Milford Haven must consider the location of, and any conditions imposed for the use 
of, the reception facilities for prescribed wastes provided at the docks to ensure, as far as is 
reasonably practicable, that they are easy to use. The cost of using these facilities must be 
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minimised by Milford Docks Company so that cost is not a disincentive. If a direct charge is 
made for depositing wastes, Milford Docks Company must explain why other methods were 
not considered practicable. Information on the location, procedures for use and cost of 
reception facilities must be provided to ships. 
 
Part IV of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 requires Port of Milford Haven to keep 
their land clear of litter and refuse as far as possible. 
 
Section 85 of the Water Resources Act, 1991 makes it an offence to cause or permit any 
polluting matter to enter controlled waters unless a discharge licence has been obtained. 
 
An agreement has been drawn up in 2000, between the UK Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food (MAFF) and the British Marine Industries Federation (BMIF) on the disposal of 
waste in marinas and boatyards. Now, all waste, including food, oily rags or garbage from 
boats must be securely bagged and put in a covered bin on shore at the marina. As long as 
the bin has a lid to keep out birds and is rodent proof, waste food can be mixed in with other 
trash. 

 

Future legislation 

MARPOL Annex IV regulates sewage from ships and is likely to be introduced as a UK 
Regulation in the future. MSN 1709 advises that ports should provide facilities for the 
disposal of sewage when required by port users. North-west European waters will be 
designated a special area for oil discharges under MARPOL in 1999. This may lead to a 
significant increase in the amount of oily waste that will need to be discharged at ports 
 
There are three significant changes under the new Regulations: 

Ships must provide notification, before entry into the Port or terminal, of the waste they will 

discharge, including information on types and quantities.  Fishing vessels (of whatever size) 

or recreational craft authorised to carry, or designed to carry no more than 12 passengers 

are exempt from these Regulations. 

Ships must deliver their waste to Port reception facilities before leaving the Port or terminal, 

unless they have sufficient dedicated storage capacity to store the waste until the next port 

of call and have followed the required notification. 

Ships must pay a mandatory charge to make a significant contribution to the cost of Port 

Reception Facilities for ship generated waste, whether they use them or not.  This does not 

apply to fishing vessels (of whatever size) or recreational craft authorised to carry, or 

designed to carry no more than 12 passengers. 

Under this legislation, the MCA may exempt ships from one or more of the following: 

- Notification 

- Mandatory delivery; and/or 

- Paying a waste charge at each Port 
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Further details are contained in MGN 387 (M&F).  An amended Port of Milford Haven Waste 

Management Plan incorporating the requirements of E U Directive 2000/591EC and SI 1809 

of 2003 was approved by the MCA in July 2004. 

 

Legislation 

Each facility within Milford Haven must follow the procedures for the disposal of “Controlled 

Wastes” as defined in the Environment Protection Act 1990 regulations, Environmental 

Protection (Duty of Care) Regulations 1991, the Controlled Waste Regulation 1992, the 

Special waste Regulation 1996 as amended, the Port Waste Facilities Regulations 2003 and 

2009, Marpol Annex IV, V and V1. 

Notification 

It has been a requirement of Port of Milford Haven since 1st October 2003 that all vessels 

governed by the Port Waste Reception Facilities Regulations 2003, provide either their Agent 

of the facility they are bound to in the Haven with a completed Schedule 2 “Information to 

be Notified” form before entry into the Port. 

 

Vessels using Milford Docks 

Commercial Fishing Fleet 

UK, Belgian and Spanish trawlers frequently use Milford Docks. The movements of Belgian 
boats follow regular cycles. After spending 4 days in their home port of Zeebrugge or 
Ostend, they fish for 10-12 days during their passage to Milford Docks. They spend one to 
two days in the docks off-loading their catch, domestic waste and other waste. They leave to 
fish for 10 to 12 days on their passage back to their home port. Any waste oil is stored on 
board and disposed of there. Some boats follow a different pattern. After fishing for 10 -12 
days on their passage from Belgium to Milford Docks, they spend 1 to 1.5 days in port and 
then leave to fish for 10 - 12 days but return to Milford Docks for 4 - 5 days, and fish again 
for 10 -12 days before returning to Milford Docks. They then fish on their passage to 
Belgium.  
 
The Spanish trawlers tend to have irregular fishing cycles as they only visit Milford Docks to 
meet the requirements of the Common Fisheries Policy, with regard to Spanish owned, but 
British registered vessels.  In practice, the average is 12 times after spending around 14 days 
at sea. After leaving Spain it takes 52 hours to reach Milford where they may take on new 
oil. After spending 8 to 10 hours in port, the trawler fishes for 10 - 12 days and lands catch in 
Spain where the crew has two days rest. This routine is altered if the trawler has to land fish 
in Milford Docks in which case it fishes for a further 10 - 12 days on its passage back to Spain, 
previously fishing for 10-12 days before coming in to Milford. The freezer boats spend much 
longer periods at sea with a round trip from Spain to Milford and back, in all taking 90 days. 
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Other commercial vessels 

The Docks are used by a wide variety of commercial vessels with frequent visits from port 
tugs and pilot boats and infrequent visits from tankers, sail training boats, HM Customs 
cutters, barges, research and survey vessels. A number of trawlers, many of which are based 
on the South coast of England, make seasonal landings at the docks. 

Marina vessels & inshore fishing fleet 

Movements of inshore fishing vessels are seasonal with activity concentrated during the 
summer months (May until September) as above. Marina traffic is also seasonal in nature 
with the majority of use occurring during summer months. Activity is also governed by local 
weather conditions and tides.  
 
Notification Procedures and Documentation 
 
All commercial vessel arrivals are usually notified in advance by either the agent, owner or 
master of the vessel. Regular users of the docks will have access to and will complete a 
Notification of Arrival Form (Appendices 3,4,5). Those vessels arriving unannounced or 
failing to produce the Notification of Arrival Form will be requested to complete an Arrival 
Form (Appendix 7.) All forms have a section whereby the person completing the form can 
submit quantities of waste to be removed from the vessel. 
MHSR will send notification of all waste to discharged, including types of waste, quantities, 
costs and transfer notes to Port of Milford Haven on an individual basis. 
 
Port of Milford Haven will inform the local MCA office in the event of a vessel either not 
sending prior notification, or if Port of Milford Haven believes that the vessel is not 
discharging enough waste ashore for disposal. 
 
An order number will be raised for each skip that is tipped and returned. In the event of a 
ship specifically requesting a separate skip, or a specific method of waste removal, the costs 
will be borne exclusively by that vessel. 
 
Transfer notes are held by Port of Milford Haven Milford Docks and Marina. 
 
Any inadequacy in the procedures or facilities should be reported through the Senior Docks 
Charge hand, Marina Co-ordinator or Docks Co-ordinator 
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Waste Production 

Commercial 

The following are commercial sources of waste within the Milford Docks area: 
 

Source Type(s) of waste Waste management 
Inshore fishing quay Waste from operation and 

maintenance of vessels (netting, 
rope, metal, tins, wood, oil, 
rags) 
Domestic waste 

Yard tidied up frequently by Port 
of Milford Haven staff 

Offshore Fishing 
Vessels 

Domestic waste 
Metal waste 
Fish offal 
Netting, rope 
Oil 
Batteries 

Solid waste deposited in 
receptacle left on quayside by 
prior arrangement with Milford 
Docks. 
Offal, food waste and sewage 
dumped at sea 
Oil collected via 45 gallon drums 
by arrangement with Milford 
Docks staff or pumped-out in 
vessels home ports. 
Batteries collected by 
arrangement with Milford Docks 
staff 

 

Table 3 - Commercial sources of waste within Milford Docks 

 

Recreational 

The following are recreational sources of waste within the Milford Docks area: 
 

Source Type(s) of waste Waste management 
1. Vessels in marina Domestic waste 

 
 
Waste oil 
 
 
Batteries 

Domestic waste deposited in bins 
behind Marina Control by users 
who know of arrangement 
Oil, batteries, paint, chemicals are 
stored in a dedicated covered and 
bundled area in the boatyard at 
the rear of the Marina Building. 
 

 

Table 4 - Recreational sources of waste within Milford Docks 
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Waste Reception Facilities 
 
This section provides details of waste reception facilities managed by Port of Milford Haven. 
A summary table is compiled of the cost, type and capacity of port waste reception facilities 
from the preceding tables which give data by waste type. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Table 5 - Cost, type and capacity of garbage waste reception facilities 
 
 

Oil Reception 
Facilities 

Marina Boatyard Oil tank - Milford Dock & 
Marina 

Type & size of facility 500 litre tank 

Method of use 
(where applicable) 

Oil from marina and docks vessels collected in 
main bunded tank. 

Frequency of 
emptying (where 
applicable) 

When full by authorised waste contractor  
OSS Oil 

Annual capacity of 
facility 

52,000 litres 

Cost of using facility No direct cost 

Direct costs of 
operating facility 

Approximately £65 per occasion to empty 
tank 

Table 6 - Cost, type and capacity of oil waste reception facilities 

 

The Docks does not provide reception facilities for sewage at present. Waste noxious liquids 
do not arise from current vessels at present. 
 
 
  

Garbage Reception Facilities Quay skip Marina skip 

Type & size of facility Skip 3m3, 1 
tonne 

Bin 1,100 litres 

Frequency of emptying (where 
applicable) 

1/per week 
approx 

1/per week 
approx 

Annual capacity of facility 52,000 kg 52,000 kg 

Cost of using facility No direct cost No direct cost 

Direct costs of operating facility £65 per skip + 
excess weight at 

£90 per tonne 

£20.00 per bin 
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 Oil Garbage 

Type & size of facility Drums & tank 2 skips of 1000 
kg capacity 
each 

Method of use (where 
applicable) 

Drums of waste 
oil collected from 
boats on request 

User deposits 
waste in skip 

Frequency of emptying (where 
applicable) 

As required 1/per 
week/per 
location 

Annual capacity of facility 35360 litres 104000 kg 

Cost of using facility No direct cost No direct cost 

Direct costs of operating facility £500 p.a £7,228 (2008) 

Table 7 - Summary table of the cost, type and capacity of port waste reception facilities at 
Milford Docks 

Evaluation of Performance of Reception Facilities for Vessels 

 
The marina bins for receiving garbage is located within easy reach of the dock basin and 
have an annual capacity of 52,000 kg, based on one round of emptying per week. Waste 
arising from leisure craft is seasonal in nature with a peak occurring during the summer 
months. At this time of year, the capacity of the bins is less than would be required 
according to the waste estimates; during summer months (May to September each year) 
bins are emptied twice per week as required, and this is changed back to once a week once 
the requirement eases off.  
 
Garbage deposited in Milford Docks by commercial vessels is placed in the net shed skip, and 
this is emptied as required, usually about once a week. The annual capacity for solid wastes 
that can be received by the trawler skip is 52,000 kg per annum (based on one skip per 
week) although other deck waste is also deposited in this skip together with waste from 
unauthorised use.  
 
A newly constructed (2012) covered and bunded facility for waste oil and other materials is 
now located within the boat yard.  This is a purpose built facility to accommodate all 
hazardous waste and is regularly monitored by Docks/Marine staff. 
 
The majority of oil and hazardous waste from the commercial trailers is landed at their 
respective home ports in both Belgium and Spain.  Any material required to be landed at 
Milford Docks is deposited in the boat yard bunded facility but this is a rare occurrence.  
 
Publicity given to waste reception facilities has been in the form of the Notification of Arrival 
or Arrival Forms which give the agent or master of the vessel the opportunity to declare 
waste to be landed and in terms of the leisure users via written information in the Marina 
Handbook and signage. This approach been effective in educating users of the location and 
means of use of reception facilities. There is no direct charge for use of waste reception 
facilities and cost is, therefore, not a disincentive to use. 
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Strategy Formulation 

Waste Management Strategies 

 

Table 12 - Waste reception strategies for commercial fishing fleet (Trawlers) 

 

Waste Objective Management Solution Cost Destination & Treatment 
domestic 
waste 

 minimise 
waste 
generated 
at sea 

 segregate 
and recycle 
waste 
wherever 
possible 

 encourage purchase of goods with minimum packaging 
and removal of unnecessary packing prior to leaving Docks. 

 encourage recyclable waste items to be cleansed at sea 
and organic waste separated from other waste. 

 waste disposal facilities to be made clear to fishing agents 
and also to be made clear on arrival form. 

 Collect data on waste facilities required.  
 Details of oil disposal arrangements and other waste 

reception facilities should also be included. 
 seek feedback from shipping agent and boat skippers. 

£65 per 
skip  
Signs for 
skips 

some wastes recycled 
non-recyclable material collected by private 
contractor and disposed of in landfill 

deck 
waste 

 collect & 
recycle 
where 
possible 

 MHPA staff to collect waste. 
 

low-cost non-recyclable material collected by private 
contractor and disposed of in landfill 

oil  collect & 
recycle 

 MHPA staff to collect or deliver drums. Record data. 
 arrange for waste oil contractor to pump-out drums when 

180 gallons  has been collected. 

no direct 
cost and 
revenue 
generated 
 

waste oil recycled via Milford Docks or in  
home port 
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Table 13 - Waste reception strategies for inshore fishing fleet (sub 10m vessels) 
 

Waste Objective Management Solution Cost Destination & Treatment 
domestic 
waste 

 minimise 
waste 
generated at 
sea 

 segregate 
and recycle 
paper, cans, 
tins, bottles 
from other 
materials 

 encourage purchase of goods with minimum packaging 
and removal of unnecessary packing prior to leaving 
Docks. 

 encourage waste items to be cleansed at sea. 
 periodically provide skip in inshore fishermen’s 

compound. 
 seek feedback from inshore fishermen. 

£65 per 
skip 

non-recyclable material collected by private 
contractor and disposed of in landfill 

other solid 
waste 

 recycle 
waste 
material if 
possible  

 collect waste when requested from inshore fishermen’s 
compound.  

 seek feedback from inshore fishermen. 

low-cost unrecyclable material disposed of in landfill  

oil  collect & 
recycle 

 inform inshore fishermen of waste oil collection 
procedure. 

 provide reusable waste oil containers and a collection 
drum in compound. 

 collect full drum when necessary and replace with empty 
drum. 

 arrange emptying of drums by authorised waste 
contractor as necessary. 

no direct 
cost and 
revenue 
generate
d 

waste oil recycled 
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Table 14 - Waste reception strategies for marina users (yacht and motor vessels) 

 

Waste Objective Management Solution Cost Destination & Treatment 
domestic 
waste 

 minimise 
waste 
generated at 
sea 

 segregate 
and recycle 
paper, cans, 
tins, bottles 
from other 
materials 

 encourage purchase of goods with minimum packaging 
and removal of unnecessary packing prior to leaving 
Docks. 

 encourage waste items to be cleansed at sea. 
 verbal communication of waste reception facilities to all 

marina users at marina control. 
 seek feedback from marina users. 

 

low-cost non-recyclable material collected by 
private contractor and disposed of in 
landfill 

other solid 
waste e.g. 
wood, metal 

 recycle 
waste 
material if 
possible  

 seek feedback from marina users. low-cost  unrecyclable material disposed of in 
landfill  

oil  collect & 
recycle 

 inform marina users of waste oil collection procedure 
through marina handbook and by verbal communication 
at marina control. 

 arrange emptying of storage tank by authorised waste 
contractor as necessary. 

purchase or 
rental cost 
of tank 
revenue 
generated 
from oil 
collection 
 

waste oil recycled 
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CODES OF PRACTICE 

 
Commercial Fishing Fleet Code of Practice 
1. Purchase goods with minimum packaging. 
2. Remove any unnecessary packing before loading goods onto vessels. 
3. Cleanse waste and segregate if possible. 
4. Keep waste other than organic material for disposal in next port. 
5. Deposit waste in marked containers on quayside. 
6. Leave bags of recyclable material next to containers. 
7. Place scrap fishing gear on quayside and inform Milford Docks personnel who will collect 

it. 
8. Request oil drums for waste oil from Milford Docks personnel who will collect them when 

required. 
 
Inshore Fishermen Code of Practice 
1. Purchase goods with minimum packaging. 
2. Remove any unnecessary packing before loading goods onto vessels. 
3. Cleanse waste and segregate if possible. 
4. Keep waste other than organic material for disposal in Docks. 
5. Deposit waste in marked container in compound. 
6. Leave bags of recyclable material next to container. 
7. Place scrap fishing gear in compound and inform Milford Docks personnel who will collect 

it. 
8. Use waste oil containers provided and empty these into waste oil drum in compound 
 
Marina & Boatyard Users Code of Practice 
1. Purchase goods with minimum packaging. 
2. Remove any unnecessary packing before loading goods onto vessels. 
3. Cleanse waste and segregate. 
4. Keep all waste for disposal in Docks. 
5. Deposit waste in marked containers in compound behind Marina Control. 
6. Use waste oil containers provided and empty these into waste oil tank in compound 
 

Education & Awareness 

The focus of the education and awareness programme is a charter to which all users of 
Milford Docks are encouraged to adopt and display. All Port of Milford Haven personnel will 
receive information on the importance of wise waste management and their role in 
achieving this. 
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Consultation 

Consultation with persons and organisations who are affected by the provision and use of 
waste reception facilities: 
 

Consultee 
Question 

Pepe Souto.  
Fishing Agents 

John Owens, Norrard 
Electrics. Fishing Agents 

1. MHPA must consider what 
type and capacity of waste 
reception facilities are 
appropriate to cater for the 
needs of ships using the 
Docks and the amounts of 
wastes likely to be received 
in the Docks. What types and 
quantities of waste do you 
wish to deposit in Milford 
Docks?  

Galley waste -tins, plastic 
bottles, polythene bags. 
Fishing gear - nets, 
recovered fishing gear 
Quantities unknown 

Galley waste - quantities 
unknown 
Dirty lube oil. 12 oil changes 
per annum. 90 gallons per oil 
change. Engine room bilges - 
75% of vessels have lube oil 
separators 

2. What types and quantities 
of wastes have you 
deposited in the last two 
calendar years in other 
ports? 

Waste oil and garbage 
generally deposited in 
Spanish ports 
Quantities unknown 

Waste oil and garbage 
deposited in Zeebrugge and 
Ostend. Occasionally, vessels 
will deposit engine oil at 
Milford Docks following 
engine rebuild. Quantities 
unknown. 

3. What type and capacity of 
waste reception facilities do 
you require with respect to: 
garbage, oil and oily 
mixtures and noxious liquid 
substances? 

Skip for garbage 
Majority of  waste oil 
deposited at home port.  

Skip for garbage 
Current procedure for waste 
oil satisfactory. 45 gallon 
drums lifted off vessel onto 
quayside. 

4. MHPA is required to 
ensure, as far as is 
reasonably practicable, that 
waste reception facilities are 
easy to use. Where would 
you like these facilities to be 
located? 

 Changes introduced by 
MHPA appear to be working 
well. 

5. MHPA Company must 
minimise any disincentive 
caused by the cost of 
depositing wastes at the 
Docks. What are your views 
on the cost of waste 
reception facilities? 

Any cost would be a 
disincentive 

No charge for facilities used 
in Docks 

6. What are your views on 
existing waste reception 
facilities? 

Fishermen would not spend 
time separating waste. 
Facilities are adequate, 
coupled with good liaison 
with Milford Docks. 

Good 

Table 15 - Consultation with persons and organisations who are affected by the provision 
and use of waste reception facilities 
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IMPLEMENTATION & CONTROL 

Annual Programme 

Task Year 1 
Use fishing agents meetings as a 
forum to discuss problems with 
waste collection and facilities. 

 

Draw up new data collection and 
information dissemination 
procedures at MHPA Office 

 

Change waste collection procedures 
and implement new monitoring 
regime.  

 

Liaise with inshore fishermen to 
discuss problems with waste 
collection and facilities. 

 

  
Distribute customer satisfaction 
survey to marina users to consult on 
problems with waste collection and 
facilities. 

 

Consider practicalities of installing 
sewage pump out facilities for 
marina users. 

 

Table 16 - Annual Programme 
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APPENDIX I - USEFUL CONTACTS 

 
British Waste Paper Association 01252 344454 
Chemical & Oil Recycling Association 01745 332427 
Chemical Recovery Association 019295 51295 
Environment Agency freephone oil disposal helpline 0800 663366 
Environment Agency (Haverfordwest ) 01437 760081 
Marine Pollution Salvage Centre 01646 696340 
Plastics recycling - British Plastics Federation 0171 457 5000 
Department of Environment, Trade, Industry and the 
Regions (DETIR) freephone environmental helpline 

0800 585794 

Waste Management Information Bureau 01235 463162 
Waste Watch 0171 3833320 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


